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1 . IN WAKE OF NEWS REPORTS THAT SECRETARY WAS 
CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OP US GUARANTEES TO ISRAEL, PRIME 
MINISTER RABIN ADDRESSED ISSUE FOR FIRST TIME PUBLICLY IN 
COURSE OF FEBRUARY 20 MEETING WITH STUDENTS AT TEL AVIV'S 
BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY. MAIN POINTS MADE BY PRIME MINISTER, 

AS REPORTED BY JERUSALEM POST, ARE SUMMARIZED BELOW. 

2. RABIN SAID THAT ISRAEL HAD NOT ASKED FOR DEFENSE PACT WITH 
US, OR FOR AMERICAN GUARANTEES, AND DOES NOT INTEND TO ASK FOR 
THEM. "THERE NEVER WAS ANY ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WHICH ASKED 
FOR FOREIGN GUARANTEES FOR ITS EXISTENCE. WHEN IT COMES TO OUR 
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BORDERS AND BE ABLE TO SAFEGUARD THESE FRONTIERS". 

3. RABIN ADDED THAT ISRAEL MIGHT RELY, HOWEVER, ON SUCH US 
GUARANTEES AGAINST POSSIBLE AGGRESSION "BY THE SECOND GREATEST 
WORLD POWER" - THE SOVIET UNION. "WHEN IT COMES TO DETERRING 
ACTIVE INTERVENTION BY A WORLD POWER, ISRAEL IS IN THE SAME POSITION 
AS ALL OF WESTERN EUROPE, WHICH ALSO RELIES ON THE US FULFILLING 
ITS DUTY TO THE FREE WORLD". 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON IN DEPARTURE STATEMENT AT BEN-GURION 
AIRPORT FEBRUARY 21, BEFORE FLYING TO BERLIN FOR MEETING OF SOCIALIST 
INTERNATIONAL, SAID, IN ANSWR TO A QUESTION, THAT ISSUE OF ESTABLISHI 
NG 

TREATY ALLIANCE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE US WAS NOT RAISED AT ALL 
IN TALKS WITH US OFFICIALS-NEITHER DURING HIS VISIT TO THE US NOR 
DURING KISSINGER'S VISIT IN THE AREA. 

5. ISRAELI PRESS CONTINUES TO GIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO GUARANTEE 
ISSUE, WITH WASHINGTON-BASED REPORTERS NOTING DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT AS WELL AS SENATOR EAGLETON'S COMMENT THAT 
CONGRESS PROBABLY WOULD APPROVE DEFENSE PACT WITH ISRAEL IF IT 
WERE PROPOSED IN CONTEXT OF OVERALL SETTLEMENT. THERE IS ALSO 
EXTENSIVE COMMENTARY ON PROS AND CONS OF US DEFENSE PACT ALONG 
LINES NOTED REFTEL, PARA 6. 

6. COMMENT: RABIN'S PUBLIC REMARKS ON POSSIBILITY OF US 
GUARANTEES STRIKE US AS FAIRLY PREDICTABLE UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES. 

HIS PUBLIC POSITION SEEMS GENERALLY CONSISTENT WITH THAT 
ADOPTED BY MRS MEIR AND OTHERS IN THE PAST. 
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